




Indigenous Policy Journal Vol. XXVIII, No. 3 (Winter 2018) 

Lama & Tamag: Stealing from the Poor.  8 

Figure 4. A Typical Home of the Tamang People Destroyed by the Earthquake.  

 
Photo: Courtesy of the volunteers of the Himalayan Community Development Society, Nepal 

The Poorest of the Poor: The Tamangs 

The analyses of data from Nepal Demographic and Health Survey (2006) show that Tamangs are the 
poorest among the poor in Nepal. Table 1 presents the results of multivariate logistic regression, which 
show that Tamang women were almost four times more likely to be poor than Brahmin women, 
controlling for all other variables in the model. The findings show that the observed wealth disparity 
between Indo-Dravidian group (Brahmin) and the indigenous Himalayan peoples (e.g. Tamang) was not 
solely due to the differences in demographic characteristics, individual level productivity characteristics 
or geography (Please see Lama (2012) for description of data and sample).  

The follow-up analyses of the more recent data show that poverty status and risk factors for the 
indigenous Himalayan people remain unchanged. Further analyses of data using Geographic Information 
System (GIS) show that the poverty map overlaps with the territory of the indigenous peoples (see Figure 
5). The findings indicate that indigenous territories may have been systematically deprived from 
development and modernization.  
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Table 1. Results of Logistic Regressions Predicting Poverty (women sample, N = 9711). 

Parameters Model 1 Model 2 Model 3 
Indigenous Himalayan Groups  
 Tamang 4.03 **** 2.812 **** 3.912 **** 
 Rai-Limbu 3.6 **** 3.614 **** 3.599 **** 

 Magar 3.07 **** 1.931 **** 2.854 
**** 

 Tharu 2.73 **** 1.5 **** 2.52 **** 
 Newar 1.12  1.117  1.537 ** 
 Gurung 1.07  0.985  1.06  
 Other Ethnic Groups 1.88 **** 1.416 *** 3.812 **** 
Indo-Dravidian Settler Groups (Khas) 
 Dalit (Low-caste) 4.53 **** 2.894 **** 4.077 **** 
 Chetri 2.96 **** 2.136 **** 1.647 **** 
 Brahmin ® 1  1    
Demographics        
 Married 1.24 **** 0.946  0.926  
 Female household head 1.26 **** 1.286 **** 1.287 *** 
 Large household size 0.99 **** 0.865 ** 0.871 * 
Education       
 No education   8.482 **** 6.564 **** 
 Primary education   5.174 **** 4.301 **** 
 Secondary education   2.506 **** 2.245 *** 

 
Post-secondary education 
®   1    

Health       

 
Underweight 
(BMI=<18.5)   1.264 **** 1.367 **** 

 Anemic   0.962  1.122 * 
 Child births   0.632 **** 0.743 ** 
 Child deaths   1.176 ** 1.104  
Occupation       
 Farmer   6.502 **** 4.204 **** 
 Laborer   1.811 ** 2.066 *** 
 Not-working   1.132  1.337  
 Professionals®   1    
Geographic Isolation        
 Isolated     24.822 **** 
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 Less developed     10.092 **** 
 Moderately developed     5.753 ** 
 Developed ®       
 Eastern-Mountain     8.901 **** 
 Central –Mountain     4.567 **** 
 Western-Mountain     13.819 **** 
 Eastern-Hill     8.436 **** 
 Central-Hill     4.103 **** 
 Western-Hill     4.047 **** 
 Mid Western-Hill     17.812 **** 
 Far Western-Hill     19.088 **** 
 Eastern-Terai     1.25  
 Central-Terai     2.164 **** 
 Mid Western-Terai     3.624 **** 
 Far Western-Terai     5.485 **** 
 Western-Terai®       
              
Multivariate regression table adopted from Lama, G. (2012).  
Figure 5. Poverty Map Overlaps with the Territories of the Indigenous Peoples (sample data).   

 

Map adopted from Lama, G. (2012). 
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Racial Mismatch: Government vs Victims 

While the majority of the victims were the indigenous peoples, those in charge of distributing funds to 
the victims and rebuilding their homes were non-indigenous (Nepal Reconstruction Authority, 2017: 
http://nra.gov.np/).  

About a year after the earthquake, the government of Nepal set up an agency, called the National 
Reconstruction Authority. This agency was charged with dictating the rules and conditions under which 
the earthquake-fund would be distributed and the reconstruction of homes would be allowed. This agency 
delegated the authority to four different ministries: Urban Development Ministry, Federal Women and 
Development Ministry, Education Ministry, and Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Aviation. These 
ministries ware heavily bureaucratic, and they do not appear to have any expertise in responding to the 
disaster or rebuilding efforts, nor do they seem relevant. For example, while 79% (11) of the 14 districts 
that were hardest hit by the earthquake were rural, the rebuilding authority was given to the Ministry of 
Urban Development. Even in the three urban districts of Kathmandu valley, most villages were rural. 
The relevance of other ministries-- Federal Women and Development Ministry, Education Ministry, and 
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and Aviation— to the victims is questionable.  

These ministries were over-staffed with Indo-Dravidian Khas bureaucrats, who seem to have neither 
expertise nor genuine interest in helping the victims of the earthquake. The entire scheme appears to be 
a sham project designed to divert the earthquake fund to the non-victims. It seems obvious that much of 
the earthquake funds will be spent on the Indo-Dravidian Khas group under the pretext of salaries or 
other expenses. In all the 14 districts, the government had appointed Indo-Dravidian Khas people as the 
chief district officers (CDO). The position of a CDO is similar to that of a governor of a U.S. state, except 
that these CDOs are appointed, and not elected. The CDOs hold absolute power over allocation of the 
district budgets, including the earthquake fund. They use police and army at their pleasure to enforce 
their will, and to regulate and control the plight of the poor.  

It seems clear that the earthquake disaster was taken as a lottery win, a free money to the Indo-Dravidian 
group, which they could use to further subjugate the already vulnerable indigenous victims.   

Stealing From the Poor 

Stealing from the poor had been used as a means of social control of the indigenous peoples for some 
time. The analyses of the Nepal government’s development policy reveal that stealing from the poor was 
not new. The origin of foreign aid to Nepal dates back to the 1950s. When Nepal was opened to the 
outside world in the 1950s, the Indo-Dravidian Khas colonial government saw foreign aid as free money 
that they could use to rule over the poor without having to rely on internal revenue. Because foreign aid 
and loans were given by external agents, and not extracted internally through taxation from the residents, 
the government was free from obligations to respond to the people’s needs. With the financial aid and 
loan from the foreign governments and agencies, the politicians could survive without the taxes from the 
people. The only thing the Nepal government needed to worry about was how to please the donors and 
creditors. The government would make the donors happy by following their orders, for example, by 
accepting high interest rates on foreign loans; by allowing the privatization of public properties, goods 
and services; by giving license to the foreign NGOs to operate in the country; and by signing international 
treaties which favor the donor countries, while working against Nepal’s national interests. The debt 
burden then would be distributed to the poor. Since the 1960s, Nepal has received billions of dollars in 
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foreign donations, grants, and loans, mostly from the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, European 
Union, USAID, Japan, India, China and many other countries. All of the moneys have been spent on 
salaries of the government employees, almost all of whom are Indo-Dravidian Khas people.  

To make this process sustainable,-- that is to make the foreign money coming--;  two conditions were 
necessary: (1). Nepal needed to remain poor; and (2). Nepal needed to remain under-developed. If these 
two conditions did not exist, there would be no justification for the government to continue begging for 
foreign aid and donations. However, these conditions were easy to maintain. All the government needed 
to do was to keep the indigenous people in poverty and their villages under-developed. These processes 
had been under operation since the invasion of the native Himalayan nations by the Indo-Dravidian Khas 
group in the 1770s. 

First, keeping the indigenous peoples in poverty served an important political goal of the Khas regime. 
It guaranteed the Khas regime’s dominance and control over the indigenous peoples. This had been the 
political goal of the Khas regime right from the beginning when it colonized the indigenous Himalayan 
nations.  

Second, keeping the indigenous villages under-developed served an important economic goal of the Khas 
regime. It could use the under-developed indigenous villages as a bait to attract foreign tourists. The 
under-developed indigenous villages could be showcased as an example of medieval living in modern 
time, which would fascinate the modern tourists.  This strategy was, in part, a product of the ill-advice of 
the early anthropologists who wanted to see the indigenous peoples as the lived in medieval conditions 
so they could conduct their “social experiments”. By restricting the native Himalayan peoples’ livelihood 
and preventing them from developing, the Khas regime had earned money from the tourists. More 
importantly, it had eliminated any political threats that could potentially challenge its survival.  

Helping the indigenous peoples out of poverty and modernizing the indigenous villages would defeat the 
political goals of the Khas regime. Any efforts to help the indigenous peoples build their capacity, and 
potentially to self-govern, would be against the interest of the Khas regime. If the $4.4 billion that the 
international communities offered to help the victims of the earthquake were given to the victims directly, 
it would do exactly that. It would have transformed the lives of the indigenous peoples, particularly the 
Tamang people and their villages, from abject poverty and primitive medieval living condition to 
economically well-off post-modern era existence. Such transformation in the lives of the Tamang 
indigenous people could not be imagined, tolerated and allowed by the Indo-Dravidian Khas regime. It 
is for this reason, the Khas regime would simply steal the money meant for the victims and obstruct any 
efforts that could bring about transformation in the indigenous villages. 

Earthquake Victims: Not a Government Priority 

Nepal government spent more money on two elections since the earthquake than on the earthquake 
victims. Nepal government hesitated to spend the $4.1 billion dollars given to it by the international 
communities in the name of the victims of earthquake. It did not spend a single dollar of its own on the 
earthquake victims. However, it spent almost $1 billion on elections since the earthquake (Nepal Election 
Commission data)5. Perhaps more cruel than ignoring the plight of the victims of the earthquake was that 

                                                 
5 Estimate from the data from Nepal Election Commission.  
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the Nepal government imposed a new anti-indigenous constitution when the indigenous peoples were 
most vulnerable due to the earthquake and were unable to form a force to oppose it. In September 2015, 
only five months after the devastating earthquakes of April and May 2015, when the indigenous peoples 
were still mourning the deaths of their family members, the loss and destruction of their homes and 
villages, the new national constitution was forced on people. The new constitution, written by the Indo-
Dravidian Khas politicians and lawyers, was designed to subjugate the indigenous peoples and prevent 
them from ever self-governing their own homeland.  

About 20 months later in May 2017, another local election was held to provide legitimacy to the new 
constitution, which to all intent and purpose was simply a new manifesto of the Indo-Dravidian Khas 
colonists. The timing of the local election was politically strategic. The local election was held during the 
month of Baisakh (May-June), which is considered sacred for the native Buddhists. During this month, 
the indigenous peoples are supposed observe their Buddhist precepts such as refraining from telling lies, 
stealing and killing. The election forced the local politicians, both indigenous and non-indigenous alike, 
to do exactly the opposite. Media reports show that during the election time many people were killed, 
buying votes and bribery were rampant, and lying to the voters was a political culture. This effectively 
prevented the indigenous peoples from observing their Buddhist tradition.  

In total, the Khas regime spent almost $1 billion on the two elections (Nepal Election Commission Data), 
far greater than the amount spent on the victims of the earthquake. During the entire constituent election 
process, the Indo-Dravidian colonists and its political parties killed over 15,000 people mostly indigenous 
peoples and spent over $1.17 billion (My Republica, 2015).  

Conducting elections was given higher priority than helping the victims of the earthquake and rebuilding 
their homes. It seems clear that the Indo-Dravidian Khas regime has no intention in helping the 
indigenous victims and re-building their homes.   

Discussion and Conclusion 

The findings from this study show that the primary reason for Nepal government’s apathy to the victims 
of the earthquake was a racial mismatch: the earthquake victims were largely the native Himalayan 
people (Tamang) while the Nepal government was controlled by the Indo-Dravidian Khas people, a caste 
migrant group from the low-land who practice caste system. It appears that the Khas regime views the 
native Himalayan people’s development as a threat to its own survival, and that helping them would be 
against its own self-interest. Stealing from the poor was an effective way of socially controlling the 
indigenous Himalayan peoples.  

To make sense of these findings, a brief historical background on the relationship between the native 
Himalayan people and the Indo-Dravidian Khas people is warranted.  

To begin with, the historical relationship between the native Himalayan peoples and the Indo-Dravidian 
Khas regime has always been one of distrust and contention. This is rooted in the origin of Nepal as a 
nation state— the decimation and depopulation of the native Himalayan people, destruction of native 
Himalayan Buddhist nations, and desecration of their ancestral land and cultural heritages by the Indo-
Dravidian Khas group, which, by use of brute force, had colonized the native Himalayan Buddhist 
nations in the 1770s. By the 1960s, about 200 years later, the Indo-Dravidian group had succeeded in 



Indigenous Policy Journal Vol. XXVIII, No. 3 (Winter 2018) 

Lama & Tamag: Stealing from the Poor.  14 

converting the native Himalayan Buddhist nations into a Hindu country and reducing the indigenous 
peoples to second-class citizens.   

A Brief History of Nepal: An Account of the Indigenous Himalayan Peoples 

Although the Nepal’s history textbooks say that Nepal is the only country that was never colonized by 
the outside forces, in contrary, Nepal is actually among the only few countries that is still under the 
colonial rule. For the last 250 years since the 1770s, Nepal has been under the rule of foreigners—the 
Rajputs or Khas refugees from the lowland (what is now India-Bangladesh-Pakistan-Afghanistan). The 
history of Nepal has so far been the history of these colonial forces. The history books, written by and 
about the Khas colonists, categorically exclude the history of Khas invasion of the native Himalayan 
nations, decimation and destruction of their people and cultures.    

The native version of the history provides a different picture of Nepal. According to the native stories, 
around mid 1500 AD, the Hindu Rajputs of India came towards the hills of the Himalayas seeking refuge 
and protection of the Himalayan Bonpo and Buddhist kingdoms. One batch of Rajput refugees came to 
Nepal (Kathmandu Valley) and another batch came to Lama-Hjang (mispronounced as Lamjung) region 
of the Himalayas. They came disguised as Hindu priests “Fakirs”, beggars “Jogi”, astrologers “Jaisi”, 
cobblers “Sarki”, tailors and entertainers “Damai”, blacksmiths “Kami” and so on.  Some of them were 
fleeing persecution in the lowland by the Mogul (Muslim) crusaders, and others came looking for 
opportunities for better lives. Yet others came to worship the indigenous peoples because they were well 
known for their supernatural power as Bonpos (Shamans), whom the Hindus believed as their gods who 
live on the mountain.  

Over time, they brought horde of their relatives and laborers including the Brahmins, Chetri/Ksatri, 
Baisya and Sudra. As their population grew, they began to conspire against the native kings.  

The Rajputs that came to Nepal (Kathmandu valley) took over the local Newars and Tamang kings. After 
this, they gave themselves a title of “Malla”— the martial clan. As the family feud ensued, the 
descendants of this group divided Nepal (Kathmandu valley) into three kingdoms—Kantipur, Lalitpur 
and Bhaktapur.  

The Rajputs that came to Lama-Jhang also took over the Lama kingdom (Tamang/Gurung). After this, 
they gave themselves the title of “Sha”—the chieftain. The descendants of this group further spread and 
took over many other indigenous nations. Chief among them were Ling-Ling (the hill kingdom of 
Tamang Ghale, presently known as of Gorkha), Palpa (the kingdom of the Magars), Nuwa Kot (the nine 
kingdoms of the Tamang people).  

Finally by the 1770s, this group captured the three kingdoms of Nepal (Kathmandu valley) – Kantipur, 
Lalitpur, and Bhaktapur. This event is considered the beginning of the systemic colonization of the 
indigenous Himalayan nations. At the time, there were over four dozens Himalayan kingdoms, some of 
which could not be colonized and remained sovereign until recently—e.g. Tibet, Bhotang, Sikkim, 
Mustang. By the 1820s, most of the native Himalayan kingdoms of north, east, west and south of 
Kathmandu valley had been colonized. The Khas colonization campaign continued until it was halted by 
the war with Tibet in the 1790s and with the British East-India company in 1814. This in effect set the 
new era for what people know today as Nepal and determined its current boundary.  
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Contrary to what the Khas history book says about their glorious victory over the native Himalayan 
peoples (“Purkhale Arjeko Rajya”), none of the Himalayan kingdoms were won by fighting a war. The 
lowland Indo-Dravidian Khas refugees were no match against the robust hill natives. However, all of the 
native nations fell to the Khas colonization through deceit and trickery, especially by inciting conflicts 
within families and between clans. Once the natives were duped into trickery, the real cruelty against 
them began. A well-documented history of Kirtipur, for example, shows that the Khas colonizers chopped 
noses, ears, tongues, eyes of everyone including women and children of the town after they had agreed 
to truce and surrendered their weapons (Giuseppe, 1799 ). The Khas colonizers then began trampling 
over the native cultural monuments, looted their property, confiscated their lands, raped their women and 
enslaved the men.  

The riches of the Khas colonists today come from the lootings of the assets and wealth of the native 
Himalayan peoples, particularly the Buddhist monasteries and palaces where the natives stored their 
treasures, and robbing the native people of their land, resources and labors. Stealing from the natives had 
been the modus operandi of the Khas colonists since the beginning of Nepali state.   

It is only in this historical context that the findings of this study seem to make some sense and should be 
interpreted.  

Today, the Khas colonists are collectively known as “Jyarti” in the native Tamang language, and “Khas”, 
“Parbatiya” or “people of the caste system” or Jaati in Nepali. They are the people of Indo-Dravidian 
origin. Elsewhere, they are known as Tamil, Ariyan, Rajput, Bharatia, Hindustani, Brahmin, 
Chetri/Ksatri, Baisyam Sudra, Dalit etc.   

Just as what is known as India today, in terms of its political boundary, may be credited to the British 
East-India Company, what is known as Nepal today is credited to this Indo-Dravidian Khas group. 
However, unlike the British, the Indo-Dravidian people still remain in the Himalayan nations. Until 
recently, Nepal meant only the Kathmandu valley, and still today the older generation refer to Kathmandu 
as Nepal.  

Today, the Khas colonists are the rulers of Nepal. They control Nepal’s government and all its branches 
– the executive, judiciary and legislative bodies. They have absolute control over the military, police and 
other state apparatus. They hold onto these as their only means to stay in Nepal. They are the only wealthy 
group in Nepal.  

Implication for Policy: Ending Corruption 

Given that discrimination against the indigenous peoples and corruption are systemic, institutionalized 
and entrenched in Nepal’s political history, any policy proposal to counter them must also be equally 
systemic and institutionalized. A strong rule of law is a necessary condition. However, it is hard to 
imagine that such laws will emerge internally from the corrupt lawmakers who benefit from the lack of 
rule of law. The laws in Nepal are designed and created by the politicians for their own best interests. As 
mentioned earlier, Nepal’s current constitution, the mother of all laws, was designed by the Indo-
Dravidians to subjugate the indigenous Himalayan peoples. The existing laws do not protect the human 
rights and property rights of the indigenous Himalayan peoples. Instead, they make the indigenous 
Himalayan peoples vulnerable to exploitation. To create a strong rule of law, the Indo-Dravidian 
lawmakers will need to be replaced with the indigenous lawmakers, or those who have genuine interest 
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in the cause of the indigenous people. Under the current political structure, this outcome is very unlikely. 
The Indo-Dravidian group controls all of the political parties, media, army, police, educational institution 
and bureaucratic machines.   

Next option is the court. The judiciary system is supposed to be the balancing force against the corrupt 
legislative and executive branches. However, when the court itself is corrupt and the laws of the land are 
unjust, the courts become an instrument of injustice-- they enforce unjust laws. There is little hope that 
such courts can offer justice to the indigenous peoples. Nepal’s court was not designed to provide justice 
to the indigenous Himalaya peoples. Even in cases when the courts offer some justice, there is no law-
enforcement mechanism in place. Police are just as corrupt as the politicians and the judges. The Indo-
Dravidian group controls judiciary, executive and the legislative branches of the government.  

This leaves the indigenous Himalayan peoples with few choices. Some indigenous groups have tempted 
to choose revolutionary means. But such violent approaches are too costly. History shows that the human 
cost of political revolutions outweighs the social benefits of such revolutions. There is no guarantee that 
such methods will work. Such approaches may not also be consistent with the values of the indigenous 
Himalayan peoples, who are largely Buddhist and Bon practitioners. The indigenous Himalayan peoples 
are of peaceful culture and nature. They practice the principal of co-existence-- kindness, peace, dignity, 
generosity, openness, inclusiveness and equanimity. These qualities make the indigenous peoples 
vulnerable to exploitation by outsiders because the outsiders (Indo-Dravidians) have different values and 
are more violent; they perceive the aforementioned qualities of the indigenous people as weaknesses.  

One peaceful approach is to provide external protection to the vulnerable indigenous Himalayan peoples. 
International human rights organizations can play an important role to this end. Many new nations have 
been built through human rights-based external pressure. However, because these organizations do not a 
have public mandate, the corrupt governments can refuse to ratify any legally binding international laws. 
For the international laws to be effective there must also be people who can exercise the law. The 
indigenous Himalayan peoples do not have the capacity to take advantage of the international human 
rights laws because they are largely illiterate and poor.  

Furthermore, Nepal’s corrupt politicians already planted their cronies at international human rights 
organizations and in diplomatic corpse, including at the United Nations. Disguised as human rights 
activists, these political representatives serve the interest of the corrupt government by creating a smoke 
screen, which paints a false image of the corrupt government as one that is democratic and peaceful. The 
international communities rarely know the facts on the ground. Some international human rights 
organizations have also become a weapon of the rich, which they use to punish other governments that 
they do not like. To avoid such outcomes, corrupt politicians, particularly those with no self-worth and 
dignity, tend to please all the international communities by surrendering themselves to the will of the 
foreign powers. This is the case with Nepal.  

To overcome these complex problems, all people who genuinely seek the social wellbeing of all human 
beings should form a global support-network. The issues of the indigenous peoples is the issue of social 
justice. The indigenous leaders throughout the world should lead this effort. They should establish a 
separate, independent and powerful Indigenous Human Rights Council at the highest level, at the U.N. 
or at other world bodies. The council should serve as the global platform from which the indigenous 
peoples can launch strong legal actions against the governments, groups and individuals that commit 
crimes against the indigenous peoples. They should create specific resolutions at the Security Council of 
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the United Nations. They should formulate specific and targeted policies to protect the indigenous 
peoples’ human and property rights. Their core function should be to bring the corrupt governments, 
groups and individuals to the International Criminal Court (ICC) to be tried for crimes against humanity. 
The world’s apex body should force the Nepal government to give indigenous Himalayan peoples the 
first right to their homeland and its resources.  

The ultimate goal of any indigenous policy should be to empower the indigenous peoples to self-govern 
their own homeland. When they self-govern their own land and people, they will be free from 
exploitation and discrimination. The indigenous Himalayan peoples need financial, educational, legal, 
technical and other material supports to realize this goal. Any international human rights policy for the 
indigenous peoples must guarantee these needs. A strong and legally binding resolution at the United 
Nations’ Security Council to support the self-governance of the indigenous Himalayan peoples may 
provide a needed start to reduce the government corruption, and may protect and empower the indigenous 
Himalayan peoples.  

As long as the indigenous Himalayan peoples feel that they are being treated unfairly, discriminated 
against, displaced and excluded in their own homeland, there will always be risks of social conflicts. 

Conclusion  

The findings suggest that stealing from the poor is a major threat to the indigenous peoples’ social and 
economic advancement. If such practices of the perpetrators (government, NGOs, other agents) are not 
checked properly, and if the vulnerable victims are not protected, there is little hope that the indigenous 
peoples and their communities will ever be economically developed and advanced. The findings have 
important implications for social development policies, such as asset building (Sherraden, 1992), because 
poor people can build assets only if what they saved and built are protected from being stolen.  

Any efforts to help rebuild the indigenous Tamang villages, therefore, must be directed to the native 
Tamang people if any positive outcome is to be expected. The Tamang people appear to have no 
representation and confidence in the Khas regime. Transfer of funds through the Khas regime is likely to 
lead to corruption and further victimization of the already vulnerable native Himalayan people.  

The findings indicate that natural disasters can potentially provide an important opportunity for a poor 
country like Nepal and its indigenous peoples to transform their communities from poverty to prosperity. 
However, if the government is corrupt, not representative of the indigenous peoples and steals from the 
victims, natural disasters can push the victims further into destitute. A strong and legally binding 
resolution at the United Nations’ Security Council to support the self-governance of the indigenous 
Himalayan peoples may reduce the government corruption, protect and empower the indigenous 
Himalayan peoples.  

Limitation 

This is an ongoing study and the findings presented here are preliminary findings. The findings are largely 
based on observation and interview data. A nationally representative survey of the victims of the 
earthquake would further enlighten our understanding of the causes and consequences of the disaster on 
poor people, particularly the indigenous peoples. Despite these limitations, this study provided some 
insights on why indigenous peoples, such as Tamang people of Nepal, continue to be poor.   
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